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Funding

Funding for this report was provided by the US State Department.

Archive of report’s funding source prior to deletion (accessed Nov 26th, 2023)

ASPI received more than $900,000 USD, at today’s exchange rate, from DOS in 2021-2022.5
ASPI is under contract with DOS until August 31st, 2024, for “research projects™ 6

I'd like to point out some errors in ASPI's report that potentially show ASPI might not grasp basic
aspects of Chinese social media. There are other potentially more troubling errors that require a
deeper understanding of Chinese social media. 1) In *Appendix 1" of this report ASPI includes
“Douyin followers™ and “Xigua followers™ many of which appear to be nearly identical. 2) ASPI
appears to claim their research is on “active accounts” of foreign influencers. However, they
include multiple inactive accounts. [ have not posted a video since August 2nd, 2022. In another
area that might point to ASPI’s problematic research, to my knowledge, ASPI made no attempt to
contact me, a major subject of their research.

It was stated in the subcommittee hearing “The Global Engagement Center: Helping or Hurting
U.S. Foreign Policy", that GEC “does not do any work domestically™.” It’s possible that ASPI's
report might be impacting U.S. domestic discourse. | wonder if consideration could be given to the
precedent this sends when DOS funds ASPI, which then portrays U.S. citizens, who have large
followings on both Chinese and U.S. social media, in a less than positive light.

To create engaging content, I've spoken to many informative people in China and the United States
throughout the years, including quite a few of your U.S. diplomatic colleagues in China. One point
that I've learned is the world is nuanced and multifaceted. It is not black and white. I've learned
to see the world in shades of grey. There is now a younger generation in America that is more keen
to looking at the world in this way and rejecting the black and white way of past thinking. It's

possible that a continued association with ASPI might send very mixed signals about American
values and might not be helpful for public diplomacy efforts.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter today.
Sincerely,

Jerry Kowal 557554

5 https://ad-aspi.s3 ap-southeast-2.amarzonaws.com/2023-02/ASPI-Funding_2021-2022 pdf?
Versionld=uBgzvRFMWrzTgZfbQidVidteieWISNs 1
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